[Nitric oxide storage in the cardiovascular system].
Nitric oxide (NO) is a highly reactive substance with short lifetime. In conditions of a living organism NO can be bound by the complexes used for transport and intracellular storage of NO. The main biological forms of NO store include S-nitrosothiols and dinitrosyl iron complexes capable of interconversion. The NO store formed by these complexes in the vascular wall, on the one hand, provides for protection from excessive free NO after its overproduction and, on the other hand, can be an additional NO source when it is deficient. Apparently, the efficiency of NO storage is genetically determined and corresponds to the inherited level of NO production in the organism. Controlled modulation of formation and dissociation of the NO store is a promising trend for further investigation.